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Vascular catheter-related infection claims to health insurance company: often preventable
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Abstract
Using the main French health insurance company database over a 10-year period, the preventability of catheter-related infections of patients
who claimed compensation after prosecution was reviewed by a panel expert. They occurred in 71 patients with few co-morbidities or risk
factors for nosocomial infection and were mainly related to the use of a peripheral vascular catheter (42 cases) and due to Staphylococcus
aureus (51 cases). Forty-two infections were considered to be preventable. Infections due to peripheral venous catheters were significantly
more often preventable than those due to central ones (p < 0.05). We conclude that catheter-related infections perceived by patients and
the justice system as not related to unforeseeable medical complications are mainly peripheral catheter infections due to S. aureus and might
be an appropriate target for new preventive strategies.
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Abstract
In order to determine if the novel influenza A(H1N1)pdm09 was associated with temporal trends of main serotypes causing invasive
pneumococcal disease (IPD), we studied 384 episodes of IPD in <18-year-old patients from 2007 to 2012. The number of IPD episodes
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diagnosed during the 2009 pandemic period meant almost one-third of all the episodes diagnosed in the five included influenza periods (51/
156). The number of IPD episodes diagnosed during the 2009 pandemic period meant almost one-third of all the episodes diagnosed in the
five included influenza periods. Most of them occurred in <5-year-old children. Serotype 1 was the main serotype detected over the period,
except for the 2009 pandemic, when it practically disappeared. Seasonality and viral infections could trigger temporal trends of serotypes
causing IPD.
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